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The 1960s and Social Change
A Contrast of the “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” and “The Ballot or The Bullet”
	The Letter from Birmingham Jail was written by Martin Luther King Jr. on the sixteenth day of April 1963 He was the leader of the American Civil Rights Movement which aided in the abolishment of racial discrimination against the Black American society. He wrote the letter behind bars in an Alabama jail in Birmingham where his arrest was as a result of leading a non-violent protest in a bid to curb segregation (Dubek 195). Martin Luther King Jr. was a clergyman, an activist and a civil rights leader who was among the youngest individuals to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. On the other hand, The Ballot or The Bullet was a public speech delivered by Malcolm X in Ohio, Cleveland on the third day of April 1964. In his speech, Malcolm X attempted to advise the African Americans to exercise their voting rights as a way of attaining full equality (Kang 937). Malcolm X was a Black American Muslim. He was a public speaker as well as an activist for human rights who strongly defended his beliefs. 
	Martin Luther King Jr. wrote the Letter from Birmingham Jail to respond to a statement made by eight White clergymen implying that social injustice was in existence but the war against racial discrimination should not be fought on the streets but should be fought in courts of law (Nimtz 5). King argued that he had held a protest which encompassed a direct action but no violence hence he could not establish the underlying reason for his imprisonment. In his letter, King proceeded to state his opinion that, there existed two types of laws, i.e., just as well as unjust laws. He defined just law to be a man-made law that concurred with the moral law as well as God’s law. However, he stated that the unjust law was a human law which did not coincide with the moral code. The implication was that all the laws that uplifted human personality were just while all the laws that degraded human personality were unjust. He asserted his perception by stating that, “all segregation statutes are unjust because segregation distorts the soul and damages the personality” (Dubek 195). He believed that change would only be possible if faith, protest as well as non-violent movements were let to aid in bettering today’s world. He attempted to compare America to countries in Africa as well as Asia which were continuously attaining their political independence. He felt that Americans, especially the Blacks, had waited for at least 340 years to gain political independence.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	On the other hand, the public speech delivered by Malcolm X attempted to persuade the African American community to exercise their voting rights (Nimtz 20). His advice to the African American society was that as long as the government continued to bar the African American people from achieving full equality, then they would be compelled to take up arms in a bid to fight for their right to vote as well as full equality. He proceeded by stating that, “If you and I were Americans, there’d be no problem” (Kang 937). The implication was that all the other communities were regarded as American citizens except the African American communities, although they had lived in the continent for years. In the public speech, Malcolm X strongly believed that if all the African Americans would wake up and realize that it was time for a change by going out and exercising their vote, equality would be possible. However, Malcolm X had the perception that if the need for change remained unexpressed among the African Americans, then the hope for change would be lost (Nimtz 21). To assert his perception, he further stated that the senators, as well as congressmen, were in the forefront of violating the constitutional amendments which granted the individuals of their specific states or countries the right to vote. He wished that such leaders would be expelled constitutionally for violating the voting rights of the citizens.  
Conclusion
	Both Malcolm X and Martin Luther King Jr. may be regarded as brilliant men who employed two distinct approaches in fighting for the equality rights of the African American society (Nimtz 22). The approach applied by King can be presumed to be moderate as well as non-violent while the approach employed by Malcolm X can be perceived to be violent if the need arose. Martin Luther King Jr. believed that change would only be possible if faith, protest as well as non-violent movements were let to aid in bettering today’s world. However, Malcolm X believed that change and equality could only be achieved if the African Americans expressed the need for change while maintaining their hope for change (Dubek 195). 
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